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TEST #1040 HSV CULTURE/ TYPE 1 OR 2
Effective June 1, 2009, HSV Culture performed at
Physicians Laboratory will include typing for 1 or 2
when culture is positive.

Test #1040 HSV Culture/Type 1 or 2

Specimen: Tissue swab or scraping in viral
transport media. Swab vesicle fluid or
base of lesion. Place swab in viral
transport media. Do not use calcium
alginate swabs.

Storage: Refrigerated 2 days. If specimen cannot
be transported to the lab within 2 days,
freeze the specimen.

Performed: Mon, Wed and Fri with results available
in 24-48 hours.

CPT code: 87255; If typing is performed, add 87140

Cost: $45.00

Questions: Shari Talbert

Microbiology Supervisor

ALLERGEN TESTING

Physicians Laboratory Services now offers InmunoCAP®
Specific IgE testing performed onsite at the Omaha
laboratory. In addition, PLS is now able to offer a new
color, graphical format for the patient’s test results.
ImmunoCAP® allergen results can be used in conjunction
with thorough patient histories and physical examinations
to provide objective, quantifiable evidence of IgE-mediated
allergen sensitivity, which may be associated with atopic
dermatitis, gastrointestinal disorders, recurrent otitis
media, allergic rhinitis and allergic asthma. The following
profiles are examples that were selected in consultation
with allergy experts:

Test Test Name

#1456 Childhood Allergy Profile
#1469 Respiratory Disease Profile
#1482 Food Allergy Profile

CPT
86003 x 12, 82785
86003 x 18, 82785
86003 x 11, 82785

Numerous other panels and individual allergens are also
available and may or may not be in the “Test Directory”.
If not listed, please contact us.

Questions: Cassy Richards

Omaha Hematology Supervisor

Issue # 2
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TEST #7229 HEPATITIS A TOTAL ANTIBODY
Effective August 1, 2009, Hepatitis A Total Antibody (test
#946) will not be performed at the Omaha laboratory. This
test will be sent to ARUP Reference Laboratory and listed

with a new test number.

Test #7229 Hepatitis A Total Antibody

Specimen: 1.0 mL serum or EDTA or heparinized
plasma. Separate serum or plasma
from cells as soon as possible.

Storage: Refrigerated 7 days.

Performed: Sun-Sat and reported 2-4 days

CPT code: 86708

Questions: Crystal Waymire

Omaha Processing Supervisor
“STAT” TESTS

Listed below are tests that may be ordered and performed
“stat”. Refer to “Test Directory” for specimen
requirements, handling and CPT codes.

#629 GramStain, CSF
#314 hcG —Qual.

#1981 hcG — Quant.

#681 HIV - rapid

#537 Kleihauer Betke stain
#152 LDH

#718 Phenobarbitol, Total
#256 Protein, Total

#205 PT/INR

#REF PT/PTT Mixing Study
#1569 Renal Panel

#721 Salicylate

#1429 Theophylline

#9801 Tobramycin, Trough
#9802 Tobramycin, Peak
#9804 Tobramycin,Random
#1565 Troponin |

#1299 Urinalysis

#706 Valproic Acid

#470 Vancomycin, Trough
#471 Vancomycin, Peak
#1775 Vancomycin Random
#4120 Vet. Animal Profile

Gentamicin, random #399 Vet. CBC

Test

#701 Acetominophen
#9000 Amikacin

#1603 Ammonia

#206 aPTT

#17 Bilirubin, Neonate
#110 BMP

#122 BUN

#722  Carbamezapine
#173  Carbon Monoxide
#202 CBC

#1400 CK Total and MB
#1507 CMP

#1506 CMP with LDH
#518  Coag. Profile
#131 Creatinine

#1203 CSF Profile

#238 D Dimer

#710 Dilantin, Total
#105  Electrolytes
#9100 Fetal Fibronectin
#788  Fetal Lung Maturity
#1430 Gentamicin, trough
#1431 Gentamicin, peak
#1432

#137 Glucose
Questions:

#2206 Vet. aPTT

Crystal Waymire

Omaha Processing Supervisor

OMAHA: 4840 “F” STREET. P.0. BOX 27999. OMAHA, NE 68127-0999. PHONE: 402-731-4145.800-642-1117.  FAX 402-731-8653
LINCOLN: 7441 “O” STREET. SUITE 100. LINCOLN, NE 68510. PHONE: 402-488-7710 . FAX: 402-488-6941



WHAT VITAMIN D TEST TO ORDER?
#9277 Vitamin D, 25 Hydroxy
Order when screening for Vitamin D deficiency.
#9501 Vitamin D, 25 Hydroxy (Prescription only)
Order when patient has taken prescription
ordered Vitamin D.
#386  Vitamin D, 1, 25 Dihydroxy
Order only when evaluating patient for
hypercalcemia and renal failure.
Do not order this test in addition to Vitamin D, 25
Hydroxy (test #9277)

Questions: Gregory Post, Ph.D.

Director of Clinical Services

ANIMAL CBC
Physicians Laboratory is able to perform a CBC (Complete
Blood Count) and reticulocyte count on 51 species of
animals due to the “Multi-species Software®” contained in
the Siemens ADVIA 2120 analyzer. The software uses the
system’s ability to measure MCV (Mean Corpuscular
Volume) from 15-140 fL, while providing a comprehensive
range of quantitative red cell flagging based on sex and
species. The standard range of species includes dog, cat,
rabbit, rabbit NZW, guinea pig, horse, cattle, goat, pig,
sheep, cyno monkey, rhesus monkey, rat as well as
several strains of mice.

To provide accurate results, the client must provide
the species.

Test #399 Vet CBC
(Includes a platelet count and
automated differential; manual
differential will be performed if
automated differential is abnormal).

Test #209 Reticulocyte

Questions: Cassy Richards

Omaha Hematology Supervisor
Patsi Tobey
Lincoln Technical Supervisor

MDL® LAB
Physicians Laboratory Services is now sending specimens
to MDL® (Medical Diagnostics Laboratory, L.L.C.). MDL®
is a CLIA certified laboratory and specializes in high
complexity PCR testing. MDL® provides three unique
collection devices: OneSwab®, UroSwab®, and
NasoSwab®. With these devices, the provider is able to
request numerous pathogens with only one collection. No
refrigeration of the sample is required before or after the
collection, and the specimen is viable at room temperature
for up to 5 days. Additional testing can be requested on
the sample up to 30 days from collection.

For a complete list of available MDL® tests and specimen
requirements, contact the Send Out department.

SUPPLY UPDATE
The Becton Dickinson (BD)™ Vacutainer Precision Glide
Multi-sample Needles have been discontinued and will no
longer be manufactured. Those needles will be replaced
by BD™ Vacutainer Eclipse Safety Collection Needles.
We will continue to distribute the remaining Precision
Glide needles until our current supply is depleted.
The Eclipse Safety Needles will be available in sizes
21x1% and 22 x 1% . Instructions for use are printed
on the side of the box or available by request from our
Supply Dept.

AMBIENT (ROOM TEMPERATURE)
TRANSPORT BAGS

Ambient (room temperature) transport bags are now
available. The bags are green and are labeled “Room
Temperature Only”. Do not use for refrigerated, frozen or
“stat” specimens. To request them, contact our Supply
Department

“PROTECT FROM LIGHT”
TUBES AND BAGS

Physicians Laboratory offers amber colored transport
tubes and specific transport bags labeled “Protect From
Light” for specimens that will be compromised if not
protected from light. When specimen requirements state
“Protect from Light”, please use these products. To
request the tubes and/or bags, contact our Supply
Department.

PHONE MONITORING

In order to improve customer service, Physicians
Laboratory will start recording incoming and outgoing calls
beginning July 1. These calls will be used for training
purposes so that we may insure quality communications.
Monitoring of calls will allow management to provide
educational instruction based on employees interactions
with patients and medical staff. We are committed to
providing excellent customer service, and we are confident
that this additional tool will enhance our overall
performance.

COURIER SERVICE

Physicians Laboratory couriers are assigned specific
schedules that encompass a list of clients within a
geographical location. Each route is carefully planned so
that the courier arrives at a designated time, obtains the
specimen(s), and returns to the laboratory so testing can
begin promptly. Therefore, it is imperative the specimens
are ready for pick up when the couriers arrive, and there is
no delay for him or her to reach the next destination. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
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